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New Congressional Lines Are Out, With Jeffries Major (And Only) Beneficiary [UPDATED]

Written by Chris Bragg 

Time posted: March 13, 2012 12:15 AM- 

The new congressional lines from Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann are out, and the one major change appears to be in Brooklyn.

Congressman Ed Towns’ district (number eight) now includes much of Fort Greene and Clinton, which seems to be good news for Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries. His residence and Fort Greene-based Assembly district were cut of of Towns’ district in original draft maps released by Mann, threatening his run against Towns and Councilman Charles Barron for Congress.

Jeffries was part of a press conference last week with a number of central Brooklyn minority officials denouncing the breakup of the black community in Towns’ old district, and the new lines will likely cheer them. Some white, ethnic neighborhoods in south Brooklyn remain, but a number were cut out in order to include the black neighborhoods. Jeffries lives in Prospect Heights, which appears to still be in Rep. Yvette Clarke’s district.

There were a couple other minor changes upstate, but nothing earthshaking. There doesn’t appear to be any major change to Manhattan Congressman Charlie Rangel’s seat, or any “Latino” congressional seat.

Below is Mann’s report on the changes made from the prior lines to the new ones. A hearing is scheduled before Mann on Thursday, and it’s possible, though unlikely, that the Legislature will pass its own maps before then. It seems likely that Albany at this point is primary focused on new lines for the Legislature.

UPDATED: Jeffries released this statement early Tuesday morning.

“The residents of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Fort Greene and Clinton Hill let their voices be heard. Judge Mann clearly acknowledged that keeping communities of interest together is paramount to a fair and just redistricting process and the court should be commended. This is a victory for the residents of Fort Greene and Clinton Hill who will benefit from the preservation of historically African-American, central Brooklyn neighborhoods within the same congressional district.”

new maps

http://www.scribd.com/doc/85141124/new-maps
AD-057
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